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LETTER TO COMMISSION 

TO: 	Mayor Philip Levine and Members of the City Commission 

FROM: 	Raul J. Aguila, City Attorn 	4g-911-- 

DATE: 	June 20, 2016 

SUBJECT: Eve Boutsis 

I am proud to inform you that Eve Boutsis, our Chief Deputy City Attorney, has been 
honored by Miami Today in its 2016 "Best of Miami" issue as one of Miami's "Stars in 
Government." Attached please find a copy of the Miami Today article, which highlights 
Eve's extensive career in local government and her important work representing the 
City. 

Please join me in congratulating Eve on this impressive and well-deserved recognition. 
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We are committed to providing excellent public service and safety to all who live, work, and play in our vibrant, tropical, historic community. 



David Snow helps kliatircreate avisionforwhat It wants to become." 

Mr. Bermes parents immi-
grated from Budapest, survi-
vors of the Holocaust. 

"I always heard stories of my 
parents, all the tragedy that hap-
pened with them and the suffer-
ing ... just who they were 
[maybe helped me] relate to 
those homeless individuals that 
just needed a helping hand," he 
said. 

Mr. Bernat is a graduate of 

The Miami Downtown Development Authority 

congratulates the Best of Miami 2016 winners. 

Thank you for making a difference 

in our community! 
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Dedicated employees help keep local governments rolling 
BY JOHN CHARLES ROBBING 

It takes scores of dedicated 
men and women to keep the 
machinery of local government 
humming. While elected lead-
ers capture much of the spot-
light, it's the hired hands who 
do much of the heavy lifting —
and often behind the scenes. 

Officer James Bernet of the 
Miami Police Department is rec-
ognized as a non-elected leader 
who makes a difference. He 
was nominated by Brett Bibeau, 
managing director of the Miami 
River Commission. 

Mr. Bernet is a senior execu-
tive assistant to the chief of 
police and serves as homeless 
coordinator for the department. 

"James Bernet is a shining 
non-elected 'Star in Govern-
ment,' evidenced by receiving 
public praise from everyone in-
volved in the extremely difficult 
and sensitive issue o f providing 
assistance to people whom are 
unfortunately homeless in Mi-
ami," Mr. Bibeau said. 

"He is always immediately 
responsive to the needs of the 
homeless he assists every day, 
and to the community's resi-
dents and business owners," he 
said. 

Mr. Hemet has worked in the 
department nine years and been 
homeless coordinator for about 
two years. 

His nomination got the enthu-
siastic endorsement of Horacio 
Stuart Aguirre, chairman of the 
river commission. 

"Officer James Bernat is the 
kindest and caring law enforce-
ment officer to ever serve the 
needy of our community," said 
Mr. Aguirre. "The homeless 
often call him Saint James. He 
is a stellar example of commu-
nity policing." 

"I'm in a very fortunate posi-
tion, where I'm able to help 
provide assistance," Mr. Bernat 
told Miami Today. 

"I stn able to do community 
policing that is beneficial in the 
long term for the community 
and the homeless themselves," 
he said.  

Miami Dade College. He contin-
ues to get specialized police 
training, including Crisis Inter-
vention Team Training, a train-
ing program developed to help 
police officers react appropri-
ately to situations involving 
mental illness or developmental 
disability. 

"I was assigned to down-
town, and whatever the reason 
I was always drawn to help and 
assist the homeless, even as a 
patrolman," Mr. Bernat said. 

"They needed someone who 
became the expert, to bring all 
the resources together from dif-
ferent departments to deal with 
this issue," he said. 

Currently, about 640 of the 
nearly 1,000 homeless in Mi-
ami-Dade County are in the City 
of Miami. 

"The vast majority of my day 
is spent assisting and helping 
the homeless," he said. In a 12-
month period from 2014 to 
summer of 2015, officers placed 
1,572 homeless individuals into 
shelters, in lieu of police action, 
he said. 

Mr. Bemat said he is proud of 
his work. "It's a great feeling 
helping others," he said. 

Another non-elected leader 
who makes a difference is Eve 
Boutsis, chief deputy city at-
torney in Miami Beach. She was 
nominated by attorney Lucia 
Dougherty of Greenberg 
Traurig P.A. 

"She came to Miami Beach 
just over two years ago with a 
remarkable resume in munici-
pal law," said Ms. Dougherty. 

She said Ms. Boutsis has be-
come essential to the legal 
framework of the City of Miami 
Beach. 

"At several public debates I 
have witnessed Eve bring clar-
ity from confusion and turmoil," 
Ms. Dougherty said. "She has 
an ability to explain very com-
plex municipal issues and pro-
cedures in a simple way so that 
the litigants, clients and public  

can understand and appreciate. 
"She zealously represents her 

clients and at the same time will 
come to a reasonable and prac-
tical solution for all. She is a 
true public servant without be-
ing a bureaucrat," said Ms. 
Dougherty. 

Ms. Boutsis represents the 
city before all land use boards 
including: the Planning Board, 
Historic Preservation Board, 
Board of Adjustment and De-
sign Review Board. 

She assisted the city in pre-
paring the first LEED Gold cer-
tified building requirement on 
future construction, created an 
ordinance ensuring beach sand 
quality, drafted the city's up-
dated and compliant telecom-
munications ordinance, drafted 
ordinances relating to sea level 
rise and more. 

Ms. Boutsis assisted in nego-
tiating a$10.5 million voluntary 
contribution to the city to be 
used toward North Beach Open 
Space Park, the creation of the 
city's first "green alley," and 
the creation of the Washington 
Avenue Overlay District. 

Ms. Boutsis is managing mem-
ber of Figueredo & Boutsis PA., 
a firm that specializes in advice 
and advocacy regarding local 
government, land use, environ-
mental and administrative law 
including trial and appellate rep-
resentation for public entities 
and businesses. 

Her legal career includes a 
stint as general counsel to the 
Housing Authority of the City 
of Miami Beach, taking the 
agency from "troubled" status 
with HUD to "high performer" 
status. 

She served as village attorney 
for the Village of Palmetto Bay 
from 2002 to 2013. Since the 
Village was newly incorporated, 
she assisted in the creation of all 
the village departments and the 
procedures for each. She also 
assisted in drafting the compre-
hensive plan and creation of the 
zoning code, and represented 
the village in all litigation mat-
ters. 

Between 2010 and 2013, Ms. 
Boutsis served as village attor-
ney for the Village of Biscayne 
Park. She also served as the 
Red Light Camera Magistrate 
and Code Compliance Magis-
trate for the Town of Medley. 
Between 2009 through 2013, 
she served as Special Master to 
the City of Doral. 

Her legal work includes serv-
ing as an assistant city attorney 
to the City of South Miami, as 
general counsel to the South 
Miami Community Redevelop-
ment Agency; and as the dis-
trict attorney for the Coastal 
Corridor Property Assessment 
Clean Energy District. 

Another person named as one 
of the best Stars in Government 
is David Snow, a planner with 
the City of Miami. 

He was nominated by Iris 
Es c arra , an attorney with 
Greenberg Traurig who special-
izes in land use and zoning mat-
ters. 

She said Mr. Snow has been 
instrumental in creation of large 
and impactful legislation includ-
ing the city's sign ordinance 
and the new Wynwood Neigh- 

James Bernet alds the homeless. 

Eve Boutsis Miami Beach lawwhiz. 

borhood Revitalization District 
ordinance. 

"He helps a community cre-
ate a vision for what it wants to 
become, reaches out to and 
works with the community to 
achieve their vision. He has also 
assisted the Urban Design Re-
view Board on the review of 
various key projects developed 
in the last few years." 

There are plenty of things 
going on each day in a growing 
city, and Mr. Snow said how 
those activities relate is impor-
tant. 

"The city's future develop-
ment must continue to improve 
how the multitude of activities 
within an urban space interact 
with each other successfully on 
a daily basis," he said. 

"As our urban centers con-
tinue to grow, planning efforts 
must continue to analyze and 
rethink how citizens and visi-
tors engage and experience the 
urban environment. 

"I believe that solving today's 
urban problems comes with 
successful stakeholder engage-
ment," Mr. Snow said. 

Mr. Snow is a Planner II with 
the City of Miami Department 
of Planning and Zoning and has 
been with the city nearly 10 
years. 

He's responsible for coordi-
nating urban design within the 
department and has overseen 
high-profile projects such as 
Mans Wynwood and Miami 
Design District Special Area 
Plans, Neighborhood Revitaliza-
tion District for the Wynwood 
neighborhood, Regatta Park 
Design in Coconut Grove and 
the Miami 21 Sign Code. 

Mr. Snow has a bachelor of 
science in planning and urban 
development from Arizona State 
University. 

Mr. Snow said he continues 
to work towards making the 
City of Miami a successful met-
ropolitan center by addressing 
planning issues related to emerg-
ing urban development trends 
and adaptation to sea-level rise 
challenges. 


